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on, not only a general knowledge of human nature, but a 
thorough and intimate acquaintance with the Irish na- 
tional character and inodes of thinking, which, surprising 
as it might be even in one of ourselves, is still more extra- 
ordinary in an Englishman, who, however, has shown him- 
self utterly untrammelled by what we are used to call the 
prejudices of his countrymen. 

Some of his concluding observations are so just and can- 
did, that we cannot avoid quoting his own words. " Look- 
ing at the present condition and past habits of the people, 
it would be vain to expect that they could be quickly con- 
verted into a skilful tenantry, or that they could duly ap- 
preciate the comforts and conveniencies which it is desired 
that they should enjoy, if these advantages be prematurely 
conferred on them j time must be allowed for the growth 
of improved habits ; and these will be most effectually 
excited by the steady encouragement which constant and 
productive employment affords, and will be best preserved 
by assuring to them a certain, but limited tenure of their 
farms, at such reasonable rents as ■will admit of a gradual 
accumulation of capital in their hands, if their means be 
duly husbanded." 

On the recommendation of Mr. Spring Bace, as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Irish Poor, tlie Government 
resolved to retain the possession of the estate, and gene- 
rally adopted Mr. Weale's suggestions. The House of 
Commons, last session, on the motion of Lord Duncannon, 
authorized the Commissioners of Woods, &c. to supply 
£17,000 out of the produce of sales of qait-rents, &c. 
towards the costs of making the new public roads, upon 
condition that the counties of Cork and Kerry provided 
^670,000, the remainder of the sum required for that pur- 
pose. We have the satisfaction of adding that those coun- 
ties have promptly availed themselves of the proposal, and 
at the assizes just concluded, passed presentments forthe sti- 
pulated amount : and that the works are already in progress 
of erection, under the direction of Mr. Grif&tlL • 

We have now done. We can but hope that the same 
beneficent and wise spirit which has already influenced 
the operations of Government in the foretaste it has riven 
to this most interesting district of its parental desire for its 
welfare, and which it must gratify every sincere lover of 
his country to see has been followed hitherto by such 
cheering and encouraging results, may stimulate it to 
carry into full effect the enlightened and clear-sighted 
views of the excellent individual it has had the discrimi- 
nation to select for the important task of which he has go 
ably acquitted himself. O'G. 

MELANCHOLY CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 

During my first season at the Dublin University, I^was 
invited to pass a short vacation with a relative of my mo- 
ther. He lived in the south of Ireland, in an ancient 
family mansion-house, situated in the mountains, and at a 
considerable distance from the mail-coach road. 

This gentleman was many years older than I. He 
had an only sister, a girl of sixteen, beautiful and ac- 
complished ; at the period of my visit she was still at 
schooljbut was to finally leave it, as my host informed me, 
at Midsummer. 

Never was there a more perfect specimen of primitive 
Milesian life, than that which the domicile of my worthy 
relative exhibited. The house was enormously large-r— 
half ruinous — and all, within and without, mid, ricketty, 
and irregular. There was a troop of idle and slatternly 
servants of both sexes, distracting every department of 
the establishment ; and a pack of useless dogs infesting 
the premises, and crossing you at every turn. Between 
the Biped and quadruped nuisances an eternal war was 
carried on, and not an hour of the day elapsed, but a ca- 
nine outcry announced that some of those unhappy curs 
were being ejected by the butler, or pelted by the cook. 

So common-place was this everlasting uproar, that after 
a few days I almost ceased to notice it. I was dressing 
for dinner, when the noise of dogs quarrelling in the yard, 
brought me to the window; a terrier xvas being worried 
by a rough savage-looking fox-hound, whom I had before 
this noticed and avoided. At the moment, my host was 
crossing ftom the stable ; . he struck the hound with his 
•whip, but regardless of the blow, he still continued his 



attack upon the smaller dog. The old butler, in coming 
from the garden, observed the dogs fighting, and stopped 
to assist in separating them. Just then, the brute quitted 
the terrier, seized the master by the leg, and cut the ser- 
vant in the hand. A groom rushed out on hearing the 
uproar, struck the prongs of a pitchfork through the dog's 
body, and killed him on the spot This scene occurred 
in less time than I have taken in relating it. 

I hastened from my dressing-room ; my host had bared 
his leg, and was washing the wound, which was a jagged 
tear from the hound's tooth. Part of the skin was loose, 
and a sudden thought appeared to strike him — he desired 
an iron to be heated, took a sharp penknife from his 
pocket, coolly and effectually removed the ragged flesh, 
and, regardless of the agony it occasioned, with amazing 
determination cauterized the wound severely. 

The old butler, however, contented himself with 
binding up his bleeding hand. He endeavoured to dis- 
Buade his master from undergoing, what he considered to 
be unnecessary pain. ' The dog was dead, sure, and that 
was quite suffident to prevent any danger arishig from the 
bite s' and satisfied with this precaution, he remained in- 
different to future consequences, and in perfect confidence 
that no ulterior injury could occur from the wound. 

Three months passed away — my friend's sister was re- 
turning from school ; and as the mountain road was in bad 
repair, and a bridge had been swept away by the floods, 
saddle-horses were sent to meet the carriage. The old 
■butler, who had some private affairs to transact in the 
neighbouring town, vohmteered to be the escort of his 
young mistress, and obtained permission. 

That there was something unusual in the look and man- 
ner of her attendant, was quickly remarked by the lady. 
His address was wild and hurried, and some extraordinary 
feelings appeared to agitate him. To an enquiry if he 
■was unwell, he returned a vague unmeaning answer ; he 
trembled violently when assisting her on horseback, and 
it was evident that some strange and fearful sensations 
disturbed him. 

They rode some miles rapidly, until they reached the 
• rivulet where the bridge had been carried off by the flood. 
To cross the stream was no way difficult, as the water 
barely covered the horse's fetlock. . The lady had ridden 
through the water, when a thrilling cry of indescribable 
agony from her attendant arrested her. Her servant was 
upon the opposite side endeavouring to rein in his un- 
willing horse, and in his face there was a horrible and con- 
vulsed look that terrified his alarmed mistress. To her 
anxious questions, he only replied by groans, which too 
truly betrayed his sufferings s at last, he pointed to the 
stream before him, and exclaimed, ' I cannot, dare not crois 
it! Oh God. ' lamlostJ tliedog — the dog T 

What situation could be more frightful than that in 
which the ladyfound herself? In the centre of a deso- 
late and impeopled moor, far from assistance, and left alone 
with a person afilioted with decided madness. She might, 
it is true, have abandoned him, for the terrors, of the poor 
wretch would have prevented him from crossing the rivu- 
let ; but with extraordinary courage she returned,- seized 
the bridle fearlessly, and notwithstanding the outcries of 
the unhappy man; forced his horse through the water, and 
- never left his side, until she fortunately overtook some 
tenants of her brother returning from a neighbouring fiur. 
I arrived on a visit the -third evening after this occur- 
rence, and the recollection of that poor old man's sufferings 
has ever since haunted my memory. All that mediraJ 

■ skill and affectionate attention on his master's part could 

■ do to assuage his pain, and mitigate the agonies he occar 
sionally underwent, was done. At length the moment that 
was devoutly prayed for came, he died on the sixth morning. 

From this horrible fate notlung but his own determi- 
nation preserved my relative -. and by the timely use of a 
painful remedy, excision and cautery of the wound, he es- 
caped this dreadful disease. — Wild Sports of the West 
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